PRESENTING THE MYSTERY

Pose the following to the Latchkey of your choice: You have a
childhood friend who still lives in Deep Lake. Her name is Samantha
Harrington. Back then, Samantha was a real hellraiser. Describe a
time when Samantha got the two of you in deep trouble.

Samantha invited the Deep Lake Latchkeys to her house for a
“slumber party for adults.” You all attended, perhaps reluctantly.

Paint the scene: How did Samantha decorate her house to invoke
the feeling of a 1980s girls’ slumber party?

The slumber party was also attended by a few of Samantha’s
local friends, and was mostly an excuse to get together, drink,
and catch up. Samantha did, however, plan a few classic
slumber party activities and treats: prank phone calls, a game

of Girl Talk, and even gift bags stuffed with Lisa Frank stickers
and friendship bracelets. Near the end of the night, Samantha
produced something extra-special from her closet: a copy of The
Crying Circle, a little-known board game from the 1980s that was
originally marketed as a competitor to Hasbro’s Ouija Board.

The Crying Circle is actually a kit for performing a summoning
ritual. It includes a game board that unfolds into an altar, a plastic
athame, a cassette tape with discordant music and chanting

on it, battery operated candles, and the “Tome of Sadness,” a
booklet with sad stories and question prompts that are posed

to participants as they “play” The idea is you set up your little
summoning circle using the items in the box and then take turns
reading stories and prompts from the Tome of Sadness in order
to get participants to cry. If everyone sheds at least one tear, La
Llorona, a figure from Mexican folklore, will appear and grant the
group a single wish.

Samantha set up the game, and then read aloud the opening
invocation: “La Llorona, La Llorona, gather our tears! We shed
them for you, O Mother of Sadness! Show us you are near!” Then,
everyone took turns reading from the Tome of Sadness.

Pose the following to all Latchkeys: Which question or story
from the Tome of Sadness finally made you cry—if even just a
little—and why?

Paint the Scene: How do you know it actually worked, that you all
brought something into the world by playing The Crying Circle?

One of the party attendees, Linnea Rodenbecker, went catatonic:
blank-faced, seemingly unaware of her surroundings, and unable
to speak. The party immediately ended. Samantha agreed to watch
over Linnea for the rest of the night while everyone else went home.

The next morning, Samantha comes to you for help: Linnea
hasn'’t gotten any better, and might be possessed by whatever
you all brought into the world. The first order of business is to
find out what’s possessing her: a sorrowful ghost or something
more demonic.

QUESTIONS & OPPORTUNITIES

Question: Is Linnea possessed by a sorrowful ghost or something
more demonic in nature? (Complexity: 4)
Opportunity: Unlock the next appropriate Question.

Question: If Linnea is possessed by a sorrowful ghost, what
does the spirit want? (Complexity: 4)

Opportunity: Resolve the mystery by helping the spirit find
peace, thereby allowing it to return to the spirit world.

Question: If Linnea is possessed by a demon, what is the
demon'’s true name? (Complexity: 4)

Opportunity: Resolve the mystery by invoking the demon'’s

true name and banishing it. A demon’s true name isn't a literal
name, but something more symbolic or figurative: a sequence of
numbers or objects, a ritual behavior, a particular combination of
sounds or smells, a lurid act, and so forth.

THE KEY OF SADNESS

[] Each Latchkey narrates a flashback to a time when they
experienced great sorrow—either their own or someone else's.
What about that experience made you a stronger person?

MOMENTS

> The contents of Samantha’s slumber party gift bags: Lisa Frank
stickers, friendship bracelets, Pop Rocks, sleep mask and slippers,
dream journal, cassette tapes from ‘80s girl bands (Bananarama, The
Go-Gos, Exposé), dime bags of coke.

> An old woman laying flowers on a grave, tears welling up in her eyes.

> Dolores Rodenbecker puts on a cracker jack sailor hat and kerchief,
and performs "Anything Goes;' including a slow and somewhat
tentative tap dance routine.

> A Side Character appears out of nowhere, their eyes sewn shut with thread.

> A street preacher bellows out the sins of passersby, and warns in a
warbling voice that the town is infested with demons.

> Someone wearing a character costume of Hamton the Pig is watching
you from the shadows.

LINNEA RODENBECKER

Blonde hair pulled into a ponytail. Pink cardigan. Chinos. Linnea
Rodenbecker is a cipher: the spirit inhabiting her has its own
motivations and desires, and while it may have selected Linnea for
possession because of something particular in her background, it
mostly uses her to move around in the world. Additionally, this mystery
is on a timer in the sense that Linnea will move to a different Location
each Day and Night phase it's active, starting with Rodenbecker
Ranch (and Dolores's bedroom) during the first Day phase, the church
in the first Night phase, the bridge in the second Day phase, and so
forth. The places Linnea wanders to have significance to the spirit, and
are therefore places the Latchkeys should investigate.

If the Latchkeys ignore Linnea Rodenbecker...
If Linnea makes it to the water tower, she will climb to the top of it and jump.

DANGERS

— Darryl Rodenbecker
Brown western shirt with pearl buttons. Cowboy hat. Chipped front tooth.
Darryl is Linnea's father, and the current patriarch of the Rodenbecker
clan, one of the most prominent families in Degoya County. He will
try to intervene if he learns about his daughter’s condition, and will
greatly resent the meddling of the Latchkeys. He may try to have
Linnea committed, which would drastically complicate the Latchkeys’
investigation and just create more trouble for poor Linnea.
Quote: “The Rodenbeckers have lived in Degoya County for generations,
going back to the 19th century. During all that time we have endured more
hardship than you can imagine, and we've always managed to come out
ok on the other side. Whatever's happening to my Linnea is no different.
She’s a Rodenbecker, and so this is something for Rodenbeckers to figure
out. Just keep your noses out of it, ok?”

— Spectral Attacks (if the first Question is answered and
Linnea is possessed by a sorrowful ghost)
The ghost, through Linnea, unleashes a mournful wail that causes Latchkeys
who hear it to take the Condition: Unbearable Sadness. Additionally, the ghost
can make the temperature in a space dramatically rise or fall.

— Demonic Attacks (if the first Question is answered and
Linnea is possessed by a demon)
The demon, through Linnea, can cause a person's blood to burn, can make
carnivorous maggots crawl from a person's tear ducts, and/or make swarms of
ravenous insects pour from a person’s mouth. If cornered, the demon can force
Linnea to engage in extreme self-harm.

LOCATIONS

Samantha Harrington’s house

Pizza boxes and empty beer cans from the slumber party are strewn about.
Britney Spears poster in a prominent place. Mr. Max, a very confused (and
slightly annoyed) tabby.

Paint the Scene: Samantha Harrington never made it out of Deep Lake. What do
you see that makes you think she desperately wants to be somewhere else?

Rodenbecker Ranch

A gate at the front of a long gravel driveway, the Rodenbecker Ranch symbol—a
stylized RBR with a snake winding through the letters—emblazoned on it. A
single-story home with a “rustic” exterior, but actually palatial in size and decor.
Paint the Scene: What here shows that the Rodenbeckers are one of the oldest
families in Degoya County?

Dolores Rodenbecker’s room

Tattered, dark blue La-Z-Boy set in front of a TV/VCR combo. Recordings of Dolores's
glory days as a singer and dancer play endlessly. When the Latchkeys first enter the
space, a tape of a young, tearful Dolores singing Roy Orbison's “Crying” is playing.
Paint the Scene: Apart from the videos, how is this space a memorial to Dolores's glory
days as a singer and dancer?

Paint the Scene (for Latchkeys who have marked The Fathomless Well): Just
being in this space feels like Dolores is somehow draining you of your youth and vitality.
How do you experience this?

Special Rule: If the Latchkeys watch an Odyssey tape here, add young Dolores
Rodenbecker as a fourth Great Hunger during The Night of the Bone-Wolves, and
increase the Complexity of the associated Question to 10.




LOCATIONS (continued)

Our Lady of Pure Waters Catholic Church
Spanish Colonial church made of adobe, timber, and
stone. Ornate brass entryway door, likely Moorish.
Enormous tile mosaic of Jesus Christ near the altar.
Paint the Scene: During the 16th century, Our Lady
of Pure Waters was the site of a number of exorcisms
and other battles with the forces of Hell. What subtle
evidence of those times can you see or feel even
today?

La Tristeza bridge

Referred to simply (and somewhat ominously) as
"La Tristeza,’ this is an old truss bridge stretching
over a dry gorge. Wood planks and rusted steel.
Only wide enough for two cars.

Paint the Scene: La Tristeza gets its name, meaning
“the Sadness,” from the large number of suicides it
has hosted over the decades. What evidence of this
dark history can be seen?

The old cemetery

An overgrown cemetery that hasn't been in use
since the early 20th century, just outside Deep Lake.
Crooked rows of poorly-tended headstones. A few
large crypts belonging to long-vanished families of
prominence.

Paint the Scene Scene (for Latchkeys who have
marked The Fathomless Well): As you step through
the bent and rusty gate, in what subtle ways do the
dead show they are happy to have a visitor?

Abandoned meatpacking plant

Tall grass and rusting machinery. Busted, frosted-
glass windows and skylights. A faded mural

of Hamton, the cartoon pig mascot of Janey
Meatpackers Ltd, exclaiming, "How'’s about some
sausages, yeah?”

Paint the Scene: What about this place makes it
seem like the setting of a slasher flick?

The water tower

The Deep Lake water tower has a realistically-
rendered eyeball painted on one side, with the words
“The Eye of Deep Lake is upon you!" beneath it.
Paint the Scene: There are countless rumors about
unsavory things that have been fished out of the
water tower over the years. What story have you
heard?

SIDE CHARACTERS

Samantha Harrington

Oversized sweaters and hair scrunchies. Dramatic eye makeup. Snaggletooth.
Samantha had to take care of her ailing, elderly parents, and so never got out
of Deep Lake. And now that her parents have passed, she has an obligation
to stay and take care of their house, which she inherited. In truth, she's a little
scared of change, but she'd never admit it. Linnea and Corey are her closest
friends in town. She hates Linnea's father, Darryl, and will do her best to hide
Linnea's condition from him.

Quote: “Darryl Rodenbecker is the biggest piece of shit in Degoya County.

That son of a bitch thinks he runs everything around here just ‘cuz he’s got
Rodenbecker money. And the way he treats Linnea.. like she’s his precious little
doll. You know he made her do all that purity ball shit when she was little? Creep.”

Corey Hammond

Slipknot t-shirt and wallet on a chain. Perpetual hangdog look. Smells vaguely
of weed. Corey is a cool enough guy, blissfully spending his 20s doing dead end
jobs while waiting for the universe to offer him something different. Currently a
pizza boy.

Quote: “I'm just riding the wave, man, trying to figure this shit out—life,

love, happiness, all that good stuff. It's like in that movie: ‘Life is like a box of
chocolates. You never know what you're gonna get! But that doesn’t mean

you stop eating chocolate, you know what | mean? You can't let fear of the
unknown—of not having control—stop you from living your life, stop you from
eating the chocolate, you feel me? Sure, you might get raspberry or orange
cream or some shit from time to time, but who knows? Maybe you'll get coconut”

Dolores Rodenbecker

Shiny, red white & blue dancer’s leotard. Uncombed auburn wig. Deeply
wrinkled face and clouded eyes. Dolores Rodenbecker is old—so old, in fact, the
other Rodenbeckers aren't sure of their exact relationship to her. In her heyday—
whenever that was—she was a singer and dancer that toured with various
troupes and production companies. She was destined for stardom but her
career was cut short when she drowned in Deep Lake during a family outing.
She was declared dead for a few minutes before miraculously springing back to
life. She’s never been the same since.

Quote: ‘I knew from the time | could walk and talk that | was going to be a star.
I was made for the stage, you see. When | was a little girl, and would go and
watch the shows that occasionally rolled into town, | knew it: those beautiful
dancers, laughing gaily and kicking high enough to shame the Devil, they spoke
to me. They said, ‘Dolores, baby, you belong up here with us. With the lights and
the music and the applause.’ Daddy never thought I'd amount to anything, but

| sure showed him, didn’t I? And | would have made it all the way to Hollywood
if it hadn't been for the lake... | never thought I'd stop sinking... | just sank down
and down... | even thought to myself, in the middle of drowning, ‘Do they have
shows down here? Maybe | can do a little twirl for the catfish.”

Lulu “Cholula” Rodriquez

Samus Aran t-shirt. Skinny jeans. Smells strongly of weed. Cholula is Corey's
best friend, and came to the slumber party because he asked her to. She
doesn't know Linnea or Samantha very well, and will be hesitant to put her
neck on the line for either of them, but she will defend Corey until her last
breath.

Quote: “Corey and | go waaay back, man. We used to smoke cigarettes together
behind the handball courts when we were in school, played S&S for a while,
and then got into LAN parties. You ever been to a LAN party? It's like playing
Goldeneye, but you're not all crammed onto one screen. It's pretty sick.”

Silas Rodenbecker

Black hoodie. Black guyliner. Black combat boots. Nineteen-year-old
Silas Rodenbecker hates being a Rodenbecker, but is too much of a
wuss to do anything about it. He doesn't know it yet, but he'll be living
on Rodenbecker Ranch well into his 40s. Linnea and Trinity are his
sisters, Darryl is his dad.

Quote: “Do you know what it’s like being a fucking Rodenbecker

in this town? And worse: to be named after Silas Rodenbecker, the
snake-killing, Bible-thumping lunatic who started it all? If you're a
Rodenbecker, everyone thinks you're a rich weirdo, and honestly?
They're right. Look at Cousin Dolores: she should be in a padded cell,
not upstairs watching videos all day and night”

Trinity Rodenbecker

Hair dyed black and cut short. Black trench coat and latex jumpsuit.
Trinity is Linnea's twin sister. Her real name is Winny, but she calls
herself Trinity, after the character in The Matrix movies. She's much
more of a troublemaker than her sister, who is a goody two-shoes by
comparison.

Quote: "My dear, sweet sister... If she’s been possessed by something, |
can believe it: she’s pure, innocent. She’s the perfect vessel, If a demon
tried to possess me, it would take one look at my fucked up life and run.
But | actually think there’s something else going on. Maybe Linnea is
waking up from the simulation. Maybe we're the ones in a walking coma,
and she’s the one who's finally free.”

Father Rogelio Martinez

Black shirt with Roman collar. Gold tooth grin. Salt and pepper hair.
Father Martinez has been at Our Lady of Pure Waters since the late ‘80s.
He's passed up several opportunities to transfer to a bigger congregation,
believing he has some sort of holy mission to accomplish in Degoya County.
Quote: “This might sound a little odd, but | actually have something to
confess to you: | don't feel the presence of God in Degoya County, and |
haven't for many years. If 'm driving outside the county, | can feel God with
me. But as soon as | pass that blue and yellow sign welcoming me to Deep
Lake, He's gone. Like a light switch flipped.”

Special Rule: Father Martinez will find the Latchkeys and offer his help
so long as one of them has marked The Sandstone Arch. If he helps
with any actions related to demons or exorcism, associated rolls are
taken with advantage.



CLUES

[ Excessive and unusual condensation, in an unexpected place.

[ A series of desecrated religious symbols (pick one: crosses/
images of Christ/bibles/something else).

[ A string of seemingly random numbers in an unusual place.

[ Flowers suddenly and dramatically droop.

[] Bouquets of white lilies found in multiple, unusual places.

[ The sudden stench of body odor mixed with burning hair and
feces.

[ A place is unusually cold or uncomfortably hot.

[] Livestock, gruesomely dismembered.

[] Evidence that Heironymous Whateley, creator of The Crying

oo O O oo o oo ogd

Circle, was an expert on (pick one: folklore/demonology/astral
projection/something else).

A doll's hand, wrapped with white thread.

A sudden infestation of (pick one: worms/millipedes/flies/
something else).

A copy of the Codex Gigas.

A story suggesting a Side Character is actually dead, and has
been for years.

A Latchkey feels the sensation of something touching the back
of their neck or hand when they enter a particular Location.

Scratched into a tree or rock: “D.R. + R.M. 4 Ever”

A story about a Side Character’s secret romance, which ended
when their lover went missing.

A painful bubbling of the skin when a Latchkey enters a
particular Location; they take the Condition: Burns.

A henge in the rough shape of the markings on The Crying
Circle board.

A pale, beautiful woman glimpsed at night.
A collection of love letters from decades prior.

REWARDS
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A copy of The Crying Circle; add it to Your Corner of the
House.

An unpublished booklet from The Crying Circle called "The
Tome of Hatred," discovered in PDF form on the internet; add
it to Your Corner of the House.

A vial of holy water; add it to Your Corner of the House.
Silas Rodenbecker becomes a recurring Side Character;
you get 1 extra Clue on the Meddling Move when you seek

his counsel on matters related to the old families of Degoya
County.

A memento from the investigation; ask another Latchkey
what it is and then add it to Your Corner of the House.

NOTES




